Dialectic Response
Purpose:  The purpose of a dialectic journal is to engage the text through close analysis.  By keeping a dialectic journal as you read, you will:

1. Develop further metacognition about how and what you are reading

2. Keep track of the ideas, connections, and questions that come to mind so we can think more about them later and/or share them with others.

Format:  A dialectic journal should be set up in two columns, as follows:

	Date, page number
	Date

	In the left hand column, you will quote a passage from the text you are reading.  The quote should be a passage that does one or more of the following:

· Sparks your interest

· Inspires further questions

· Connects to your experiences

· Is particularly significant to the chapter or text
	In the right hand column, you will write a reaction to the quote.  In your reaction, you may want to use the following questions as guides:

· What strikes you about this passage?  Why is it interesting to you?

· Do you agree with the author?  Why/why not?

· What questions does this raise for you?

· What point is the author trying to make here?

· What is your reaction to this quote?  How does it make you feel?

· How does this connect to your life, or to other books you have read in the past?  Do those connections help you understand the text?

Remember, you do not have to write on all of these questions.  I suggest choosing one or two to focus on.  I would rather have deep exploration of one or two questions, than shallow thinking about all of them. 


Length:  Each journal entry should be at least ½ page in length, TYPED.
