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Artist Statement Guidelines

Just like your poem, your artist statement should show a unique perspective, and tell the audience something about you as an artist.   Ultimately, this statement should help the audience to gain a deep understanding of your poem, and where that poem comes from.

Different Approaches to Writing an Artist Statement

You could approach this in a few different ways.  
· Approach #1:  Take a very personal tone, explaining the connections you have with the poem, your process, and your inspiration(s).  
· Approach #2:  More formal, in which you analyze and explain the poem for your reader, looking at poetic techniques, symbols, and the specific language and form you chose.  
· Approach #3:  Process-oriented, where you help the reader to understand all the different aspects that went into creating this poem, and why you made the decisions you did.  
Choose one of the above and run with it!  The most important thing is that it is:

1. Organized in a logical way

2. Gives the reader deeper insight into your poem, and into you as a poet

3. Helps the reader to understand the various sources of inspiration for your poem

Formatting Requirements

These must be exact, so the editors don’t have to mess with this when doing the book.  If you don’t know what these mean, or how to achieve them, PLEASE ASK!
1. MS Word document (ABSOLUTELY NO WordPerfect, Text, etc.).  Save as a .doc!!!
2. Between ¾ and 1 page long.
3. Margins of 1” all the way around the page
4. Font: Times New Roman
5. Single spaced
6. Title at top in 16 point bold, centered
7. Title is your FULL NAME, first and last
8. Justified left
9. Spaces between paragraphs—no indentations at beginning of paragraphs
